SERMON OUTLINE: “Witness Christ—By Faith” Part 3                          March 23, 2014


A solid footing of faith in Jesus Christ can supply all the needs of the one who in whatever cir- cumstances of life finds himself in the prison of sin and the lies of the devil.

In John 4 the Samaritan women said, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?”

Jesus told the crowds in John 8:31ff, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free…34 Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” 

Lots of people are in the prison of sin, enslaved to self, the world, and the devil.  Christ, the Son of God is the only true liberator of those so enslaved—even as He said in Luke 4:18.

One of the biggest mistakes a lot of people make is thinking that they can overcome the bondage of sin on their own.  All they have to do is find the best counselor, doctor or psychiatrist, the right treatment program, the next best pill, the newest mystical guru, practice yoga and meditation, re-center their lives and discover their inner chi.  Although such practices seem harmless on the surface, they all focus on self and ultimate “self-perfection.”  

This whole idea of self-perfection has infected our culture to the point that slavery to sin is not even considered as a problem.  It is disharmony with the self—inner conflicts—that brings us pain and ruins our lives.   A peaceful, harmonious life is tied to self-acceptance, or self-realization.  

How might that have worked with the Samaritan women at the well with Jesus?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jesus Christ did not come into this world to point mankind into a better way of realizing its potential.  He was not just another in a long line of enlightened prophets, gurus, philosophers, or spirit-guided avatars.  He was the Son of God who gave His life on the cross of Calvary to redeem a lost humanity from the depths of fear and hopelessness; and from the grip of sin, death and Satan.  

Hebrews 12:1-2.  It is this faith to which we point when we witness Christ.  Why because it leads precisely to the “Life” we all want, need, and long for.  

Romans 5:1-10 gives us some insights into our witness of Christ by faith.

Our witness of Christ by faith is to bring others into that very same saving faith.  “For there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  This is our primary calling.  We do this in all sorts of ways, but those are means to accomplish this one Great Commission—to bring the lost to saving faith in Jesus Christ.  

 
